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The Facilities:  

The Vogel Plant Biosciences Building is administered by the College of Agricultural, Human, 

and Natural Resource Sciences.  The ground floor of Vogel PBS houses four laboratory 

classrooms that can be scheduled for instruction or other purposes.  In addition there are four 

department managed preparation laboratories that are available with additional equipment such as 

centrifuges and germination chambers for instructional use.  There are also public spaces that can 

be scheduled for events such as University related receptions, class project displays and reviews, 

or other gatherings.  These public spaces include the ground floor West Concourse (or study 

area), the North Entrance Lobby, the North Gallery and the first floor Atrium.  

  

The instructional classrooms are designed for hands-on experiential learning.  The classrooms are 

setup in a laboratory format (typically for 24 students but can accommodate up to 48 students) 

with fume and laminar flow hoods and, in the Chemistry Lab, gas for Bunsen burners.  Each 

classroom has a ceiling mounted projection system with connections for laptop computers, video, 

and sound.  Each lab is setup with a specific function in mind, though all have basic functionality.  

The labs are labeled Microscopy, Biotechnology, Chemistry, and Demonstration.    

  

Classroom Scheduling:  

Classrooms are scheduled according to the “VPBS Scheduling Protocol” consisting of (1) a 

priority hierarchy based on biological or textile science content related to agricultural, natural, or 

textile systems and (2) precedence rules.   

  

Public Space Scheduling:   

Public spaces (West Concourse study area, North Entrance Lobby, North Gallery and first floor 

Atrium) are scheduled on a first come, first serve basis for all CAHNRS related events and 

activities. Departments unaffiliated with CAHNRS may reserve the public spaces on a first come, 

first serve basis so long as there are no conflicts with an existing CAHNRS reservation.  

  

Contact Information:  

To schedule a classroom or public space for use please send an email to cwr.support@wsu.edu 

or contact the Lab Manager: Brian Jackson (509) 335-3282; or Jim Buscher (509) 335-9861. 

  

  
  
  
  
  
  

Vogel PBS Scheduling Protocols and Procedures  
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SCHEDULING BIOSCIENCE INSTRUCTIONAL CLASSROOMS  

  

Scheduling of VPBS is defined based on the type of use.  Courses that utilize a science classroom for the 

entire semester are scheduled first, with CAHNRS courses having priority over other colleges.  Once 

classes have been scheduled for a semester, other uses (such as seminars and meetings) may be 

scheduled.  Scheduling priorities of the Vogel Plant Biosciences instructional classrooms are based on 

how closely the course aligns with the intended use of the lab spaces and precedence rules.  A prioritized 

list of uses is detailed under “Prioritization Hierarchy” and a list of rules are included under 

“Prioritization Precedence.”  It is important to remember that the science classrooms were designed as 

laboratories where students incorporate experiential learning in the cognitive process.    

  

PROCEDURES FOR SCHEDULING SPACE AND TIME:  

Academic coordinators and instructors or their representatives should contact the science labs 

manager to schedule a new course or when a scheduling change in a day, time, or semester is 

desired.  

  

Courses will be scheduled based on where the course fits within the prioritization hierarchy and 

precedence.  

  

Departments must notify the instructional science lab manager in the event that a class previously 

taught in Vogel PBS has been moved to another location, does not make minimum enrollment, or 

is officially dropped from the curriculum and no longer to be taught. Courses which are not taught 

due to low enrollment retain their reserved time and place until the next time the course is taught, 

but are officially removed if the course does not make on two consecutive offerings.  

  

Instructors or departments who do not agree with how their classes are scheduled may petition the 

Executive Associate Dean CAHNRS Academic Programs.  

  

PRIORITIZATION HEIRARCHY:  

CAHNRS Plant Biosciences and textile science have precedence within each Priority Level.  

Level 1 – The highest use priority is for courses that have biological science components related  

to agriculture, natural systems, or textile science and utilize scientific equipment that 

involves a process or procedure in a hands-on experimental and experiential format as in 

plant or animal DNA extraction, cell tissue culture, or textile testing procedures.  

Level 2 – The next highest priority is for courses that have science components and utilize  

specimens from which learners discern differences and similarities as in the study of 

systematics applied to agriculture or natural systems.  

Level 3 – The next highest use priority is for courses that have agricultural or natural systems or 

fiber science components and require an open space teaching environment but do not 

utilize scientific equipment for cognitive learning.  

Level 4 – The next highest use priority is for courses that require an open space format but do not  

have an agricultural or natural systems or fiber science component.  

Level 5 – The lowest use priority is for courses that can be taught in a standard university  

classroom learning environment.  

  



PRIORITIZATION PRECEDENCE:  

1. Existing courses (i.e., those courses taught in the previous year [or alternate year] and same 

semester) in priority Levels 1, 2, and 3, have precedence for the same classroom, days of the 

week, and meeting times.  

2. Courses or sections in priority Levels 1, 2, and 3 which did not make minimum student enrolment 

(but did make minimum enrollment prior to that), and were therefore canceled the previous 

semester taught, may retain their previously scheduled classroom, days, and times with 

justification by their Department Chairperson.  

3. Courses (within a priority level) which utilize a classroom the entire semester have precedence 

over courses which utilize a classroom less.  

4. Course instructors may negotiate among themselves to switch classrooms, meeting days, or 

meeting times as long as the results are clearly communicated with the science labs manager and 

do not adversely affect students enrolled in their classes.  

5. Courses which wish to change their classroom, meeting days, and/or meeting times, fall under the 

strictures of precedence 3.  

6. New or existing courses may schedule a lab time based on unscheduled lab hours or may 

challenge for an existing scheduled time occupied by another class based on precedence 4.  

7. Courses wishing to challenge for a prior existing semester, date and time space currently assigned 

to another course, must do so one year prior to the course being taught.  This will allow time for a 

displaced course to find an alternative place and/or time.  

8. Courses taught in alternate years should be paired with other alternate year courses that can be 

taught during the same time space.  This may be the result of one instructor teaching alternate 

year courses back to back or may be coordinated within a department or between departments.  

Coordination of alternate year courses is the responsibility of the departments.  

  


